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To the faithful parishioners of St. James Cathedral,

     We are entering into the holiest week of the Lenten season.  For forty-days through liturgical prayer, self-sacrifice, 
and charity, we have been preparing our hearts for the celebration of Easter. While these Lenten disciplines are 
essential, the Church highlights the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation (Confession) as the cornerstone of 
this season, offering an encounter with God’s mercy and a vital means of spiritual renewal. It is a time when the call 
to “repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15) is most meaningful, encouraging a profound turning away from 
sin and a renewed dedication to God. In order to help us all come to the sacrament, here in our Tri-Diocesan area 
we will celebrate Reconciliation Monday on March, 30, 2026. Churches throughout the Diocese of Brooklyn will 
be open throughout the day and during the evening for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

     The primary importance of the Sacrament of Penance during Lent lies in its ability to reconcile the penitent 
with God, restoring grace and healing the soul. Sin, whether mortal or venial, harms our relationship with God 
and weakens the communal life of the Church. During Lent, this sacrament allows the faithful to “come clean,” 
removing the obstacles—such as selfishness, vice, or negligence—that hinder a deep, intimate connection with our 
Creator. During the sacrament, believers hear the comforting words of absolution from the priest, lifting the burden 
of guilt and providing profound peace.

     Furthermore, the Sacrament of Penance is essential to Lenten preparation because it facilitates true spiritual 
transformation. It is not merely a formality or a “torture chamber” of guilt, as Pope Francis has noted, but rather 
an encounter with the Lord’s mercy. By confessing sins aloud, individuals are forced to engage in a “searching 
and fearless moral inventory,” identifying the hidden compromises in their lives. This process of examining one’s 
conscience helps break the patterns of sin and strengthens the will, making it easier to combat temptations. The 
grace received in the sacrament strengthens virtue, turning the heart from a preoccupation with self to a renewed 
capacity to love God and neighbor.

     Lent is often seen as a spiritual desert, a time of testing and imitation of Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness. 
Regular confession during this time acts as a source of strength, transforming the passive “giving up” of luxuries 
into an active spiritual exercise of “taking up” virtue. For those burdened by serious sin, the sacrament is necessary 
for reconciling with the Church and restoring one’s spiritual life. Even for those struggling with daily, venial sins, 
the sacrament offers “spiritual consolation,” relieving anxiety and reinforcing the soul’s desire to live in greater 
conformity with the Gospel.

     The Church emphasizes this sacrament, with many parishes providing communal penance services, where 
the faithful can reflect on their collective and individual need for forgiveness. As the season of Lent draws to 
its conclusion, the sacrament reminds us that true repentance looks to the future, empowering the individual to 
begin again with a “gladness of a forgiven soul”. The ultimate goal is to enter the joy of Easter, not just by having 
sins removed, but by being transformed from the inside out, having utilized the Lenten season to deepen one’s 
friendship with God.

     The Sacrament of Penance is essential during Lent because it brings healing to the “wound” of sin, fosters 
profound conversion, and prepares the heart for the Resurrection. It is the most natural and direct way to embrace 
the mercy of God, turning a time of prayer, self-sacrifice, and charity into a fruitful, life-changing experience. By 
receiving this sacrament, we do not just remember Christ’s death—we participate in the restoration of life, allowing 
God to “wipe the soul clean” and prepare them for the glory of Easter. Please join us this Monday, March 30th at 
St. James Cathedral-Basilica from 1- 3 PM and at St. Charles Borromeo from 4- 6 PM and again from 7-8:30 PM 
for the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

~Fr. Joseph R. Gibino

From the Rector at Saint James Cathedral Basilica



TODAY’S RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24

Lent V - A
Open: 561 - From ashes to the Living Font

Offertory: 931 - I am the bread of life
Communion: 907 - O breathe on me, O Breath of God

Anthem: My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Recession: 872 - We shall rise again

Erbarm Dich Mein by JS Bach

SUNDAY
March 29
Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14—27:66

MONDAY
March 30
Holy Week
Isaiah 42:1-7
John 12:1-11

TUESDAY
March 31
Holy Week
Isaiah 49:1-6
John 13:21-33, 36-38

WEDNESDAY
April 1
Holy Week
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Matthew 26:14-25

THURSDAY
April 2
The Lord’s Supper
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-15

FRIDAY
April 3
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1—19:42

SATURDAY
April 4
Easter Vigil
Genesis 1:1—2:2
Genesis 22:1-18
Exodus 14:15—15:1

SUNDAY
April 5
Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-9

Readings
of the 

week
Mar 29 - Apr 05
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MASS INTENTIONS

LECTORS COFFEE HOURS

SUNDAY
3/29/2026
MONDAY
3/30/2026

TUESDAY
3/31/2026

WEDNESDAY
4/01/2026

THURSDAY
4/02/2026

FRIDAY
4/03/2026

SATURDAY
4/04/2026

3/29/2026

4/02/2026

4/04/2026

4/05/2026

NO COFFEE HOUR
(Palm Sunday Brunch) 

- 

- 

Beatrice DiCostanzo 
Candida Perez
Lector (St. Charles)
Elina Cruz
Lector (St. Charles)
Chul Lee, Candida Perez
Diane Wilson
Mireyda Reyes

NO COFFEE HOUR
(HAPPY EASTER)

Shouriah Karnati

Anne Karnati

Holy Thurday Mass 7:30PM

Innatiamma and Chinnaiah Pothacamury

 Erlinda Ramiscal

The Lord’s Passion 3:00PM (No Mass)

Louis Mallavarapu

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

March 29, 2026

“Truly, this was the Son of God!”

Are you being called to proclaim Jesus as a priest, deacon, 
religious brother or sister? If you think this may be so, contact the 

Vocation Office,
Fr. Christopher J. Bethge, at (718) 827-2454 or

email, vocations@diobrook.org

No Coffee Hour
Sunday of April 5, 2026,

in observance of the Easter Sunday. 

Coffee Hour will resume the following Sunday. Thank you 
for your understanding, and we invite everyone to join us in 
worship as we gather together to celebrate these holy and 

joyful occasions.

GOOD FRIDAY
FAST & ABSTINENCE! 

April 3, 2026

ABSTINENCE 
(obliges one to abstain from flesh meat.)

“If prayer is a spiritual weapon, fasting is the 
spiritual whetstone on which it is sharpened. It’s 

the spiritual muscle that, when exercised regularly, 
strengthens the thrust of that weapon to pierce the 

Enemy and drive him away.”  
Paul Thigpen - The Manual of Spiritual Warfare

Under the current Canon Law, fasting is obligatory 
at age 14 until death on Good Friday and 

recommended on Holy Saturday but not required.



It is said that the young donkey who carried Jesus through 
the cheering crowds into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday also 
followed him on his journey to Calvary.

When the Lord was crucified, the little donkey was so grief 
stricken that he had to turn his back but the loyal donkey 
could not leave.

The shadow of the cross fell across his back and shoulders 
and there it has always remained.

The Legend of the
Donkey’s CROSS





For inquiries or questions, please contact the rectory: 718-852-4002 or email the Secretary: secretary@brooklyncathedral.net


